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Wedve alll heard the saying 0itds n
t hat counts. o ltds really quite a
things happen, open doors, grant access in situations that seemingly

seemed impossible.

As | read the gospels, it occurs to me that the disciple Andrew was
one of those people that one would want to know. Andrew made
things happen and opened doors. It was Andrew, particularly, who
introduced people to Jesus and gave people access to Him.

Now itds important that | say at
or one who surrounds himself with a cadre who will limit access. That
is hardly my point. Rather, Jesus is eager for people who are willing to
open doors and grant access by introducing others to Him.

That seems to run contrary to the prevailing ethos in our culture,
doesndot it? We |ive in a world wh
about faith. After all, what right do we have to impose our beliefs on
someone else?

Still, I would venture to say that most of us woul
not be where we are in our life of faith and ou
relationship with Jesus had not someone car
enough to introduce Jesus to us. Whether it was
the way in which they lived, the winsome words th
spoke or, more likely, a combination of the tw
someone took a personal interest in us because th
were experiencing the fullness of life that comes fro
living with Jesus and they wanted the same for us.

(continued on next page)
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One of the concerns | have for the ongoing vitality of New Hope has to do with our spiritual reproduction
quotient. Periodically | ask myself, are we making new followers of Jesus by introducing people to Him? In our
Profile of a Disciple for New Hope Church we articulate:

A disciple is growing in his or her conviction to reproduce a life in Christ through a life of evangelism
where they live, work or play.

He or she is living a quality life as a witness to Christ.
He or she is involved with-Bbristian friends.

He or she is competent in some basic skills of asking questions to initiate conversations, share his or her
faith, answer basic questions, and communicate the gospel.

/ There it i s! The OE6 word (evangel i sm).
with baggage, little that is good. But evangelism is nothing more than one person
/ S announcing good news to another.
)
}) Wedve been blessed at New Hope Church wi
/b never assume that growth will always happen, though. And, introducing others to
Jesus isnot about getting more peopl e tNh
v anal ysis. ltds more about foll owing the
EVANGEL]SM comfort zone and granted access to Jesus
after having met Jesus and learning of the water of life, went and told her friends,
0Come and see a man who told me everything I have
John tells us, OMany Samaritans from that city beld.

Thank you, Kathy!

By now many are aware thdtathy Sivard has made the decision to transition out of h
ministry at New Hope as Director of Adult Ministry. Earlier this year Kathy inform
Brenda Rinehart and me that she desired to have more time available for her family a
travel with Jim. Kathy also acknowledged that her time with us as Director of Adult Mini
helped her discern that her passion for teaching women about the Bible is her primary
sion in life and she desires to spend more time using the gifts God has given her to teac

Very clearly, in her time with us, Kathy raised the bar for spiritual growth at New Hope. Her infusion
of enthusiasm into our adult Bible study opportunities, 40 Days of Community Campaign and other adult
discipleship opportunities energized our adult ministry.

We intend to include the responsibilities of the Director of Adult Ministry in the job responsibilities of a new
Associate Pastor. And, we are so grateful for the time that Kathy has given to New Hope, for her heartfelt
interest in spiritual growth of all members, and for her absolute dedication to seeing the programs she was
responsible for be successful.
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Church Finance Report - July 2009 through April 1,2010

Income does not include capital campaign contributions. Income for fi Year to Date

year 20092010 is now just slightly below the projected budget. We a Income $508 67"
optimistic that we will conclude this fiscal year on track with our budget :
approved by the congregation last June. Thank you for your faithful givi

Expenses $595,246

Our operating expenses, including the mortgage debt on the building, continue just below budgeted amounts.
The difference between the expenses and income is made up with the balance of the funds collected from the
first capital campaign that concluded in 2006 for the purpose of providing debt service.

The church incurred some damage this past winter due to the heavy ice and snow that accumulated on the
building. We have replaced all of the gutters and downspouts. We are in the process of installing new snow
guards and have replaced two air conditioning units that were damaged by the snow and ice. We are ready for

Adult Ministry

summer!
oEl'i jah, A Man of
> : and Humilityo

by Chuck Swindoll
Joe Enneking, Adult Education Committee
Chuck Swindoll has written a series of books title
Davi d, Est her , Joseph, and Moses. The | atest i s

more than just a biblically based biography, although Chuck does faithfully follow the biblical text. He then
points out the Godly characteristics portrayed in their lives, and explains how God can incorporate those same
personality traits in our own lives in order for us to fulfill His purposes.

We are generally aware of how God used Elijah in his role as Prophet. We know that he pronounced to Ahab
that God would cause a drought in the land of Israel. He also challenged the prophets of Baal to bring fire
upon an altar of sacrifice. Although 150 prophets were unsuccessful, God answered the prayer of Elijah and
fire consumed the sacrifice on the altar he had built. He prayed and brought back to life the son of the widow
who had the jars of flour and oil that were continually replenished. But there were low points in his life also,
and those we can identify with. He had periods of depression and loss of faith in his calling. He confronted evil
rulers who swore to kill him. He gave up plans that he had for his life in order to serve God.

Chuck does not gloss over his human weaknesses. Rather, he presents an honest picture of this ordinary man
who God transformed into His personal spokesman to confront idolatry and evil in the ancient world. In
Chuck's own words, OMay this book establish deep wi
bow | ow before Him who is worthy of your trust and



Music Ministry

Christine Loy, Director - loy@NewHopeWorship.com - 614.766.5445 x14

Calllng ALL New Hope - WW

Church Musicians
who would like to play easy
orchestral arrangements of
hymns for worship, and mayb
a stand alone piece!

B
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—
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WHO: Strings, Woodwinds, Brass
Ages high school through adult

WHEN: May 23 and June 20, 11:00AM service

(Rehearsals Thursday, May 20 and Thursday, June 17, 6:30F M%

Please RSVP no later than Sunday, May 9! Yo
can confirm to Christine Loy by email at
loy@NewHopeWorship.com or by calling
614.766.5445 x14 so we can prepare your
music. We hope to have ALL New Hope

Church Musicians participate! : — :
P P Willow Brook Christian Village
00 Willow Brook Way S.
Delaware, Ohio 4301

Spring Handbell Season is Here!

Come make a joyful noi se with wus during our Spring
ringers to worship the Lord through music. Open to anyone age high school and up; handbell or instrumental
experience is helpful, but not necessary.

Rehearsals wild.l be Sundays at noon, beginning May
on June 27.Sign up is required. You can sign up in the Music Room or on the Music bulletin board
just off the Narthex toward the childrends Sunday

or by contactingGail Headlee or Christine Loy .

Sundays at noon, beginning May 23
Participate in worship June 27 at 11:00AM



