
  

 

Iõve recently returned from yet another high school mission trip.  As with previous 

mission trips, this one was outstanding.  Invariably the question is raised, which I 

understand, òWhy do we need to go away to do a mission trip?  Isnõt there plenty 

of need in central Ohio?ó  The answer to the second question is an unqualified 

òyes.ó  Still, I find great value in our youth and adults getting away and experiencing 

life in a different place and even a different culture than the one with which weõre 

familiar. 

New Hopeõs mission trips have led us to such varied places as an urban churches 

in Brooklyn and Chicago, Native American reservations in South Dakota and 

New Mexico, camps in Kentucky and West Virginia, and Appalachian communities 

in Virginia.  Still, our constant to which we return every other year is the small, 

Appalachian community of Noxen, PA. 

This year marked New Hopeõs sixth and my fifth trip to Noxen.  Each time I am 

there, I marvel at what happens in the lives of the youth and adults who participate 

in the mission trip.  Certainly we work hard.  Frequently we build lasting relation-

ships with the people for whom and with whom we work.  But what never ceases 

to amaze and touch me is the way God seems to work in our lives in a peculiar way 

when we travel to Noxen.  Sitting around the campfire last Friday evening, listening 

to stories of how our mission trip participants saw Christ in other people and how 

they saw God at work was really quite humbling and heartwarming.  A friend from 

church who I follow on Twitter said it so well in on of his posts yesterday:  òI spent 

last week in a little village in PA and guess what, I saw the face of God everywhere.ó 

Iõm no fan of silly songs.  In fact one of the silliest songs that, quite honestly, irri-

tated me every time we sang it was one that many campers loved when I was a 

counselor at Cran Hill Ranch in the 1970s.  The chorus went: 

 Cran Hill Ranch is a mighty fine place to be. 

 Cran Hill Ranch with the water and the bugs and the big green trees. 

 Cran Hill Ranch, itõll drive you out of your gourd. 

 But the magicõs not in Cran Hill, the magicõs in the Lord. 

When I reflect on what happens spiritually each time we spend a week in Noxen, 

Iõm tempted to think that thereõs magic in Noxen.  In my heart of hearts, I truly 

believe that God works in our lives while weõre in Noxen in ways that are hard to 

explain.  Thatõs why Iõm looking forward to our next trip to Noxen in 2012! 

òI spent last week in a little village in PAéó 
Rev. Steve Norden ·  norden@NewHopeWorship.com ·  614.766.5445 
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Noxen 2010 Mission Trip  

By Sydney Mack 

This year was my fourth mission trip and definitely my favorite.  I always 

thought that nothing would top last yearõs trip to Brooklyn, NY, but I was 

wrong.  Noxen is an extremely special place to all of the youth and our youth 

director, Bob Cline.  It is a place where relationships are formed and kept no 

matter how much distance is put between us.  In this place, God is the glue 

holding us all together.  

This year, we were faced with several difficult jobs.  Some of us worked on a roof that needed to be fixed and 

basically rebuilt.  Another job involved fixing and building a ramp for a handicapped man named Alex.  As is 

tradition, there was painting to be done so some of us worked on scraping and painting an extremely old and 

worn down school house.  Then there was òtire fishing,ó as I like to call it.  This was the crew that I was on. 

Mya Hodge, Michael and David Sneddon, David Jacob, Jen Crossland, Mindy 

Stanton, Mark Dutton, Bob Cline and I were all on the same work site.  I 

honestly think that we had the best job in the world.  We had to find all the 

tires that had been thrown into the woods and gather them up.  

Bob, Mya, and I would go to the top of the hill in the forest and find all the 

tires that had been thrown over the guardrail and race them down the hill 

to see whose went the farthest.  Michael and David J. would proceed to 

tackle the tires before they got too far.  Thereõs something about watching two tires race down a hill that is 

absolutely enthralling.  

The tires we were picking up had been thrown onto the property by truckers who otherwise would have to 

pay to dispose of them, so instead they dumped them in the woods.  These woods belonged to a 77 year old 

woman named Treva Traver.  In all four years of doing mission trips, she was the most incredible person I had 

ever met.  Treva is one absolutely amazing woman and Iõm just a little obsessed with her.  She is sweet and fei-

sty and a hard worker, and someone you do not want to mess with.  If I were one of the truckers throwing 

tires over her guardrail, I would be extremely nervous.  For awhile now, people have been trying to use her 

property to drill for oil and timber trees.  However, being the kind of woman that she is, she refused saying 

that the land is not hers - itõs Godõs.  If Iõm half as cool as her when Iõm that old, Iõll be happy. 

We would talk to Treva for hours everyday.  Her life has not been easy.  She has been though two divorces 

where both her husbands left her (I donõt know what they were thinking) and lost a two year old daughter and 

later on, her nephew who was like a son to her.  Her life has been filled with sadness and pain, but that never 

stopped her from loving the Lord and sharing His love with others.  For that, Iõm quite positive that she is a 

saint.  2 Timothy 1:7-8 says, òFor God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-

discipline.  So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord...ó  Treva seems to live by this verse.  She is a strong 

woman of faith who has no fear in speaking of her Lord.  She takes care of the land that God has given her 

with hard work, and is dedicated to keeping it as God would want it.  With her, I am positive that God is well 

pleased.  

Youth Ministry  
Bob Cline, Director ·  cline@NewHopeWorship.com ·  614.766.5445 



3 

 

On Tuesday, we had finished picking up tires and were ready to move onto our next job - dumpster diving.  

This job was at the home of Trevaõs neighbors, Sandy and Toby.  Originally, this job was only going to be given 

to the adults in our group based on the overall dirtiness of the work that needed to be done.  Bob however, 

had other plans and believed that it was something that some of us should see and would be able to handle.  

Sandy and Toby live in a small trailer at the bottom of a steep hill.  Garbage was thrown all over the yard and 

was all you could see through the windows of the trailer.  Both Toby and 

Sandy had had more than their share of illnesses and a lot of time was 

spent caring for one another.  Eventually, the garbage pileup had gotten out 

of hand.  A leak in the roof had collapsed the back room of the trailer and 

a fire had burnt down an old shed in the back of their property.  By Friday, 

both were cleaned up.  The back room was no longer covered in three feet 

of debris and garbage and the old shed ended up in the dump.  In fact, over 

the course of two and a half days we had filled two dumpsters. 

Sandy was so grateful for what we had done and had even made each of us jewelry when the work was 

finished.  A lot of her life and memories had been destroyed by water damage in that back room and around 

her property, so naturally it was hard for her to get rid of it.  But she was strong and we were able to clean up 

with her always around helping us.  She is a creative, sweet, and good-hearted woman, and Iõm very glad that 

we were able to work for and with her.  

At the end of the week we had a cookout where everyone from previous 

and recent jobs came to reconnect with the youth group and to spend time 

together before we left.  When we go to Noxen, we become part of 

the Noxen Community so this cookout was like a family reunion.  This year 

many people whom we had worked for showed up.  As I was looking around, 

I realized that this was what life should be like; forming relationships and having 

fellowship with people who love God.  By seeing the love in other peopleõs 

hearts, I was able to see the love of Christ.  This was something more real for me than on any other mission 

trip.  By seeing this love, Christ himself showed up. 

Noxen is different from our other mission trips for many reasons, one of 

which being that it focuses on relationships and not the work.  Sometimes itõs 

easy to focus so much on the work that we forget the people we are doing it 

for and the God we are trying to serve.  God uses the work as a tool to get to 

the heart of the people we are working for.  On mission trips we go to serve 

our Lord and to spread his word.  However, no matter where we go, I always 

feel like Iõm the one being served.  Through the people we meet and the 

relationships we form, God becomes more real than you can imagine.  These are His people and His love 

radiates through them.  Through Treva, Sandy, Toby, and the Noxen community, not to mention our own 

youth group, God makes himself known.  The amount of care everyone has for one another is something 

unique in our group and something I am very grateful for.  The love and compassion seen on this mission trip is 

what makes believers in Christ and one way that His Word becomes known. 

Youth Ministry  
Bob Cline, Director ·  cline@NewHopeWorship.com ·  614.766.5445 



4 

 

Sports Camp Update  

Sports Camp 2010 was a roaring success!  Over 75 children took part in the week long 

event where they rotated between backyard games, soccer, track & field and golf.  

More important than the x's and o's, kids learned of God's message and love for us 

through our memory bible verse (Hebrews 12:1) and daily cheer.   

Each day, kids were encouraged to bring spare change to camp to support our outreach program, which was 

Dublin's Miracle Playground.  We were overwhelmed by the response.  Throughout the week, campers raised 

over $300!  This money will be put to use in maintaining the facility which provides a place to play for all 

children, no matter their physical abilities or disabilities. 

Many new faces participated in camp as nearly half of the children and 

several adult volunteers were visitors to New Hope.  We hope to see 

many of these guests return and become a part of the New Hope Family. 

Overall, we were blessed with great weather and AMAZING volunteers!  

A very special THANK YOU to all who participated, and particularly to 

our Sports Camp organizers, Brooke Morris , Heather Kern , 

Brian Laurent , and Craig Krenzel . 

"Let us run the race that is before us and never give up."  Hebrews 12:1 

Childrenõs Ministry 

Vacation Bible School - July 26 through 30  

This yearõs High Seas Adventure Vacation Bible School is FULL!  If you missed out on reg-

istering your kids, a waitlist is available.  Volunteers are also still needed.  For more info on 

either the waitlist or volunteer opportunities, please email vbs@NewHopeWorship.com 

or contact Sue Moberger or LeAnne Siddell . 

Nursery Workers Needed  

If you have a college student coming home for the summer or a recent high 

school graduate looking for an extra summer job, we need your help.  We 

are in need of some extra staff for the nursery this summer.  If you are inter-

ested, please contact the office at office@NewHopeWorship.com or 

614.766.5445 x10. 
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Norman Vincent Peale's best known book is "The Power of Positive Thinking."  It is a little known fact that the 

working title of this book was "The Power of Positive Faith."  When discussing that title with his publishers, 

they convinced Dr. Peale that he would sell more books if he emphasized the mind rather than the spirit when 

speaking about the power to change lives.  It went on to become a best seller, and if you have not read it, you 

should.  

But he wrote another book similar in nature called "Enthusiasm Makes the Difference," which is the recom-

mendation for this month.  For this book, Dr. Peale followed the pattern that made the first one so successful.  

There are three major features.  The first is that he tells many interesting stories about people he has been 

personally involved with.  He tells about miraculous changes in the lives of those people, and the stories are all 

true.  The second feature is that faith in Jesus plays a vital role in the transformation.  In fact, he doesn't really 

speak much about the power of the mind to bring about living a successful life.  Finally, he has practical steps 

that we can practice to let God work changes in our lives.  And he references Biblical passages and verses as 

the basis for the actions he recommends. 

In this book he tells stories of people in a variety of professions.  I was particularly pleased to see the extensive 

coverage of my profession, salesmanship.  He doesn't treat the subject as persuading someone to purchase 

something they don't want or need.  Instead, he views salesmanship as a profession much like medicine or engi-

neering.  The end result of our effort is meant to be a change for the better because of the "product" that is 

acquired.  He describes evangelism as convincing someone to receive a free gift that will be of great benefit to 

them.  And the book is filled with wonderful stories of people who discovered the power that enthusiasm had 

to change their lives for the good. 

òEnthusiasm Makes the 

Differenceó 

by Dr. Norman Vincent Peale 

Adult Ministry  

Adult Summer Sunday School Class  

This summer we are studying the Faith Lessons Series by Ray Vander Laan.  These 

òIlluminating Faith Lessonsó bring Godõs Word to life, giving us more understanding 

of the Bible to ground our faith.  Illuminating Faith Lessons is facilitated by 

Richard Schuster  each Sunday from 10:45 to11:45AM in the Mirick Library.  Families 

welcome! 
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Thank You, Choir!  

We want to say THANK YOU to the Choir for a wonderful year of music!  Your 

ministry has blessed us all.  The Choir is on summer break, but youõll see them 

back soon!   

The New Hope Choir provides music for the 9:30 and 11:00 services from August through June, including special 

events for Christmas, Easter, and Spring Outreach.  It is open to ALL, high school age and up...no audition required!  

Please make plans to join us for our next season beginning in August 2010.  For more information please contact 

Christine Loy at loy@NewHopeWorship.com or 614.766.5445 x14.  

Summer Youth Ensemble Forming!  

All Youth (Middle and Senior High) who would like to sing for worship this summer are 

invited to join our Summer Youth Ensemble!  Please contact Christine Loy  at 

614.766.5445 x14 or loy@newhopeworship.com for more information and rehearsal 

schedule.  This is a short term commitment (one Sunday participation and three or four 

rehearsals) and a lot of FUN!  Please join us, and bring a friend! 

Helping Hands  

We at New Hope are dedicated to assisting you, your family, and friends in the 

community in fulfilling the Great Commandment of Jesus Christ by providing 

services, supplies, or meals when you are in need.  Our desire is to assist you as 

our dedicated volunteers offer help.  Coordination of these services can be made 

through Loretta Rolle  or Heather Kern .  Feel free to call to volunteer or ask 

for assistance. 

SOS:  Sisters Of Support  

Experience the rich rewards of a mentoring relationship! 

One of the most meaningful and encouraging friendships that can exist between Christian 

women is that of an older woman sharing her heart with a younger woman.  Experiencing 

the joys and pains of everyday life together builds a deep bond between both women while 

drawing them closer to God.  God designed such a rewarding relationship especially for you!  Every woman 

can ð and should ð be involved in this biblical ministry.  One generation shall praise thy works to another, and shall 

declare thy mighty acts. - Psalm 145:4 

Join the women of New Hope Church in this new adventure.  Sign up at the Welcome Center, online at 

NewHopeWorship.com/Mentor, or call Sharon Mirick .  

Adult Ministry  

Music Ministry  
Christine Loy, Director ·  loy@NewHopeWorship.com ·  614.766.5445 x14 
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Administration and Finance  
Brenda Rinehart, Church Administrator ·  rinehart@NewHopeWorship.com ·  614.766.5445 x37 

Church Finance Report - July 2009 through June 1, 2010 

Income does not include capital campaign contributions.  Income for fiscal 

year 2009-2010 is at 98% of the projected budgeted income.  New Hope is 

thankful for your faithful stewardship. 

Our operating expenses, including the mortgage debt on the building, continue below budgeted amounts. 

Expenses for fiscal year 2009-10 are at 92% of the projected budgeted expenses.  The difference between the 

expenses and income is made up with the balance of the funds collected from the first capital campaign that 

concluded in 2006. 

The mortgage cost for 2009-10 year to date actual is $143,089.  New Hope has drawn only $90,683 from the 

first capital campaign funds.  In the meantime, New Hope will continue to pay down the mortgage balance from 

the funds collected in the second capital campaign and work to close the gap between income and expenses as 

the monthly mortgage payment is reduced. 

 Year to Date  

Income  $625,780 

Expenses $716,463 

òGrowing the Futureó Capital Campaign Update   

We are now approximately halfway through our four year Growing the Fu-

ture Campaign to help retire the Church's mortgage debt.  We are doing this 

so that we will be able to allocate more of our budget to enhancing our many 

programs, and less on mortgage debt payments.  Through May 2010, we have 

collected $462,995 from this Campaign and have reduced our mortgage from 

$1,901,750 in May 2008 to $1,339,900 at the end of May 2010.  We are a little behind our projected giving at 

this point, since $462,995 is 44% of the pledged total of $1,053,700 and we are 50% through the Campaign.  

We understand that many of us have gone through difficult financial times over the last 18 months.  If you need 

to adjust your commitment timeframe, please talk to one of our Deacons.  We request that you make every 

effort to keep your original commitment even if it requires a longer timeframe.  If you are not participating 

in this Campaign, we encourage you to do so by marking the "Growing the Future" line on your Sunday giving 

envelope.  Every dollar so designated will go to reduce our mortgage debt and lead to more and better 

programs in the future.  We thank you for your past, present, and future commitment to New Hope Church.  

Help Keep Our Energy Costs Down!  

Please be energy conscious as you are using the building this summer.  

Electricity costs continue to skyrocket, and we are working to keep our 

costs down as much as possible.  Please, if you are using the rooms, turn 

out the lights when you leave and try not to adjust the thermostats.  Our 

thermostats are programmed to go on and off when the building is experi-

encing the highest use to help us conserve energy. 


